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Required Text
Bones, Robert M. 2009. The Canadian North Issues and Challenges. Don Mills: Oxford University Press.

There are articles and book chapters on reserve in the library.

Course Description 

The uniqueness of the North and life in the North are the focus of this course. Sociology of the North is designed to examine the sociological characteristics and social issues of the North. Focus will be placed on aboriginal and resource based communities and the social, political, environmental, geographical, economic and historical factors that have shaped these communities. Current changes affecting the North will be discussed. The future of the North will be investigated in terms of the challenges the people of the North and Northern communities will face. 

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend class regularly and actively participate in class discussions. As well, reading assignments are to be completed on time. The reading list and dates of assigned readings are attached to this syllabus. Your assignment is to be handed in on the date outlined below. Late assignments are penalized at the rate of 5 marks a day. 

Evaluation



Marks



Due Dates
Mid-term Examination

25%



October 13, 2009


Research Assignment


25%



November 12, 2009

Presentation



10%



November 17-24, 2009

Participation



10%



Throughout the course

Final Examination


30%



Set by the registrar






100%

Examinations

The examinations will incorporate lectures, class discussions, films and assigned readings. 
Participation

Your participation mark is based on your contribution to class discussions. 
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Research Assignment
This assignment is designed to have you investigate a northern community in-depth. You are to choose a community in the North and examine why it came into existence. Important historical events should be noted. Included in your analysis will be a discussion of economic, political, and social characteristics. For this assignment you have the option of writing an essay, making a poster, or presenting your research in the form of a tourist brochure. All assignments will include a bibliography.     

If you choose to write a paper it is to be 6 to 8 pages in length, double-spaced, and 12 font.

NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE HANDED IN ELECTRONICALLY.

Presentation
You will have 5 to 10 minutes to make a class presentation on the community you have researched. 
American Sociological Association (ASA)

All assignments in the Department of Sociology are to follow the ASA (American Sociological Association) style guide. The guide can be accessed on the web.

A version of ASA can be found at: http://www.asaonline.com/Secure/docs/ASA%20Style%20Guide.pdf
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is unacceptable and subject to various sanctions. Please see the university regulations section on academic dishonesty in the Lakehead University Calendar.

Medical or Compassionate Consideration
Should you require academic consideration for medical or compassionate reasons, you will need a note from a physician or counsellor. Please refer to the current Lakehead University Calendar for detailed information.  

Please Note: I do try to answer e-mail in a timely fashion. I do guarantee a response during my regularly scheduled office hours. I do not discuss marks through e-mail.

Tentative Reading and Lecture Schedule Fall 2009

Thursday, September 10

Welcome to Sociology of the North 

Introductions

Course Outline

Tuesday, September 15

Lecture: Northern Perceptions
Reading: Chapter 1

Thursday, September 17

Lecture: Northern Perceptions
Reading: Young, Oran and Niels Einarsson. Introduction: Human Development in the Arctic. Pp. 15-26. On Reserve in the Library 
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Tuesday, September 22

Lecture: The Physical Base
Reading: Chapter 2

Thursday, September 24

Lecture: The Historical Background
Reading: Chapter 3

Tuesday, September 29

Lecture: The Historical Background
Reading: Hicks, Christian. Historical Synopsis of the Sami/United Nations Relationship. Pp. 1-8. On Reserve in the Library 
Thursday, October 1

Lecture:  The Historical Background
Reading: Parrott, D. F. 50 Years Mining Gold An Autobiography. Chapter 2. Pp. 9-17. On Reserve in the Library
Tuesday, October 6

Lecture: The Historical Background
Reading: Bertrand, J. P. Timber Wolves Greed and Corruption in Northwestern Ontario’s Timber Industry, 1875-1960. Chapter 2. Pp. 16-31. On Reserve in the Library
Reading: Lindstrom, Varpu. Finnish Women’s Experience in Northern Ontario Lumber Camps, 1920-1939. Pp. 107-122.  On Reserve in the Library
Thursday, October 8

Lecture: Population Change
Reading: Chapter 4

Tuesday, October 13

Mid-term Examination

Thursday, October 15

Lecture: Resource Development and Northern Benefits
Reading: Chapter 5

Tuesday, October 20

Lecture: Resource Development and Northern Benefits
Reading: Lucas, Rex. Minetown, Milltown, Railtown Life in Canadian Communities of Single Industry. Chapter 3. Pp. 41-68. On Reserve in the Library
Thursday, October 22

Lecture: Resource Development and Northern Benefits
Reading: Ribova, Larrissa. Individual and Community Well-being. Pp. 1-12. On Reserve in the Library
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Tuesday, October 27

Lecture: The Role of Megaprojects in Northern Development
Reading: Chapter 6

Thursday, October 29 

Lecture: The Role of Megaprojects in Northern Development
Reading: No Reading Assigned

Tuesday, November 3

Lecture: Environmental Impact of Resource Projects
Reading: Chapter 7

Thursday, November 5

Lecture: Environmental Impact of Resource Projects
Reading: Forestall, Nancy, M. “You Never Give Up Worrying”: The Consequences of a Hazardous Mine Environment for Working-Class Families in Timmins, 1915-1950. Pp. 199-212. On Reserve in the Library
Tuesday, November 10

Lecture: Aboriginal Economy and Society
Reading: Chapter 8

Thursday, November 12 
Lecture: Aboriginal Economy and Society
Reading: Caulfield, Richard, A. Resource Governance. Pp. 121-138. On Reserve in the Library
Assignments are due

Tuesday, November 17

Presentations

Thursday, November 19

Presentations

Tuesday, November 24

Presentations

Thursday, November 26 

Lecture: Looking to the Future
Reading: Chapter 9

Tuesday, December 1

Lecture: Catch-up Class
Reading: No Reading Assigned 

